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Lot 147: Wilde, Oscar. Autograph letter signed, 4 pages (6.62 x 4.87 in.; 168 
x 124 mm.), [29 January 1889]. 


Est: $4,000 USD = 36,000 USD 
Sold: Log in to view 


Profiles in History 
Calabasas Hills, CA, US 
December 19, 2013 


View lot details 


Item Overview A 


Description 


147. Wilde, Oscar. Autograph letter signed, 4 pages (6.62 x 4.87 in.; 168 x 124 mm.), [29 January 1889], to Walter Hamilton of Clapham, London; splitting along horizontal fold. 


Oscar Wilde on the art of parody. 


Wilde writes in full: Dear W. Hamilton, admirers I have never collected the parodies of my work in poetry, collecting contemporary things is like trying to hold froth in a sieve - the new Early work of January 1882 
had some admirable parodies as well as I remember - but as most of my poems are long and lyrical, they have not I fancy been good models. I think the number 80 book which you have kindly sent me most 
interesting - as parody, which is the muse with her tongue in her cheek, has always amused me, but it requires a light touch, a fanciful treatment, and, oddly enough, a love for the poet whom it caricatures. Ones 


disciples can parody one - nobody else. Truly Oscar Wilde 


Although known for his plays and novels, some of Wilde’s first literary successes were with poetry. For his poem “Ravenna” he won the 1878 Oxford Newdigate Prize, and in 1881 his first selection of poetry was 
published. Though not well received by the public, it garnered high praise with a number of critics and was admired within a limited but devoted circle of readers. Here, Wilde offers his formula for crafting a 
successful parody. 
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Lot 111; Emile Albert Gr 
(American, 1896-1978) 
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Miguel Pou (Puerto Rico,1880-1968) oll painting 
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